






Hanan al Hroub is a Palestinian teacher who in 2016 won the Global Teacher Prize. 
Al Hroub specializes in supporting children traumatized by violence. She grew up in 
a Palestinian refugee camp where she was exposed to acts of violence, and her own 
children were traumatized by a shooting incident. 
She teaches Palestinian refugee children, and her slogan is “No to Violence“. 
She uses a specialised approach she developed herself, which uses play that is aimed 
at resolving violence and tension. The method is detailed in her book, “We Play and 
Learn“. She has said that when she started teaching, “The violence that kids were 
seeing in the streets, they were carrying into the classroom,“ but that after a few 
months, their behavior and attitude improved dramatically.





Jane Elliott (born May 27, 1933) is an American former third-grade schoolteacher, 
anti-racism activist, and educator, as well as a feminist and an LGBT activist. 
She is known for her “Blue eyes–Brown eyes“ exercise. She fIrst conducted her famous 
exercise for her class the day after Martin Luther King, Jr. was assassinated. When 
her local newspaper published compositions that the children had written about the 
experience, the reactions (both positive and negative) formed the basis for her career 
as a public speaker against discrimination. Elliott‘s classroom exercise was FIlmed 
the third time she held it with her 1970 third-graders to become The Eye of the Storm. 
This in turn inspired a retrospective that reunited the 1970 class members with their 
teacher FIfteen years later in A Class Divided. After leaving her school, Elliott 
became a diversity educator full-time. She still holds the exercise and gives lectures 
about its effects all over the U.S. and in several locations overseas.





Berta Cáceres (4 March, 1971 – 3 March, 2016) was a Honduran environmental 
activist, indigenous leader of her people, and co-founder and coordinator of the 
Council of Popular and Indigenous Organizations of Honduras. She won the Goldman 
Environmental Prize in 2015, for A grassroots campaign that successfully pressured 
the world’s largest dam builder to pull out of the Agua Zarca Dam at the Río 
Gualcarque. She was assassinated in her home by armed intruders, after years 
of threats against her life.





Rosa Louise McCauley Parks (February 4, 1913 – October 24, 2005) was an activist 
in the Civil Rights Movement, whom the United States Congress called THe FIrst lady 
of civil rights“ and “The mother of the freedom movement“. 
On December 1, 1955, in Montgomery, Alabama, Parks refused to obey bus driver 
James F. Blake‘s order to give up her seat in the colored section to a white passenger, 
after the white section was FIlled.





Annelies Marie (Anne) Frank (12 June 1929 – February or March 1945) 
was a German-born diarist. 
One of the most discussed Jewish victims of the Holocaust, she gained fame 
posthumously following the publication of The Diary of a Young Girl, in which 
she documents her life in hiding from 1942 to 1944, behind a bookcase in the 
building where Anne‘s father worked, during the German occupation of the 
Netherlands in World War II. It is one of the world‘s most widely known books.
From then until the family‘s arrest by the Gestapo in August 1944, Anne kept 
a diary she had received as a birthday present, and wrote in it regularly.





Comandanta Ramona (1959 – January 6, 2006) was the nom de guerre of an ofFIcer 
of the Zapatista Army of National Liberation (EZLN), a revolutionary indigenous 
autonomist organization based in the southern Mexican state of Chiapas. Perhaps 
the most famous female Zapatista actor, Ramona was one of seven female commanders 
in charge of directing an army that consisted of one-third women. A member of the 
Zapatista leading council, the CCRI (Clandestine Revolutionary Indigenous Committee), 
she served as a symbol of equality and dignity for indigenous and impoverished women.





Malala Yousafzai born 12 July 1997 is a Pakistani activist for female education 
and the youngest-ever Nobel Prize laureate. She is known mainly for human rights 
advocacy for education and for women in her native Swat Valley in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, northwest Pakistan, where the local Taliban had at times banned girls 
from attending school. Her advocacy has since grown into an international movement.





Rigoberta Menchú Tum (born 9 January 1959) is a K‘iche‘ political activist from 
Guatemala. Menchú has dedicated her life to publicizing the rights of Guatemala‘s 
indigenous feminists during and after the Guatemalan Civil War (1960–1996), 
and to promoting indigenous rights in the country.
She received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1992 and the Prince of Asturias Award in 1998. 
Menchú is a UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador. 
She has also become a FIgure in indigenous political parties.
Menchú has become involved in the Indian pharmaceutical industry as president 
of “Salud para Todos“ (“Health for All“) and the company “Farmacias Similares“, 
with the goal of offering low-cost generic medicines.





Lucy Tejada Saenz was born in Pereira, Colombia on October 9, 1920 
and died in Cali, Colombia on November 2, 2011.
Her characters, imaginary beings of black and deep eyes live in her paintings, 
which resemble her world; a beautiful ideal world, inhabited only by women and 
children. heR artistic legacy is a trip to a world knitted of dreams AND evocations.





Angela Yvonne Davis (born January 26, 1944) is an American political activist, 
academic, and author. She emerged as a prominent counterculture activist 
and radical in the 1960s as a leader of the Communist Party USA, and had 
close relations with the Black Panther Party through her involvement 
in the Civil Rights Movement.
She was a professor (now retired) at the University of California, Santa Cruz, 
in its History of Consciousness Department and a former director of the 
university‘s Feminist Studies department. 
Her research interests are feminism, African-American studies, critical theory, 
Marxism, popular music, social consciousness, and the philosophy and history 
of punishment and prisons. She co-founded Critical Resistance, an organization 
working to abolish the prison-industrial complex.





Maria Tecla Artemisia Montessori (August 31, 1870 – May 6, 1952) was an Italian 
physician and educator best known for the philosophy of education that bears her 
name, and her writing on scientiFIc pedagogy. Her educational method is in use today 
in some public and private schools throughout the world.
In her FIrst classroom, Montessori observed behaviors in thOse young children which 
formed the foundation of her educational method. She noted episodes of deep attention 
and concentration, multiple repetitions of activity, and a sensitivity to order 
in the environment. Given free choice of activity, the children showed more interest 
in practical activities and Montessori‘s materials than in toys provided for them, 
and were surprisingly unmotivated by sweets and other rewards. 
Over time, she saw a spontaneous self-discipline emerge.
Based on her observations, Montessori implemented a number of practices that became 
hallmarks of her educational philosophy and method. She replaced the heavy furniture 
with child-sized tables and chairs light enough for the children to move, and placed 
child-sized materials on low, accessible shelves.





Doris Salcedo (born 1958) is a Colombian-born sculptor who lives and works in Bogotá.
Salcedo’s work gives form to pain, trauma, and loss, while creating space for 
individual and collective mourning. These themes stem from her own personal 
history. 
Members of her own family were among the many people who have disappeared 
in politically troubled Colombia. Much of her work deals with the fact that, 
while the death of a loved one can be mourned, their disappearance leaves 
an unbearable emptiness.
Doris Salcedo is the eighth artist to have been commissioned to produce work 
for the turbine hall of the Tate Modern gallery in London. Her piece, Shibboleth 
(2007), is a 167-metre-long crack in the hall‘s FLoor that Salcedo says “Represents 
borders, the experience of immigrants, the experience of segregation, the experience 
of racial hatred. It is the experience of a Third World person coming into the heart 
of Europe“.
*source of All Bios: Wikipedia.


